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CHII: Parking Lot to Playground
David Ellsworth: So, one of the first things that the CHII asks us to do is to kind of start at the very beginning. Look at it as if you just parked your car at a parking lot and start there. Because if you can't get from the parking lot to the park, it's not very useful. So, we'll come back to accessible spaces, but the tool wants us to look at to make sure is the sidewalk or is the approach at least five feet wide? Is it free of obstacles or hazards like sticks, branches, rocks? The cross slope is no more than 2% or 1.1° and we'll look at that in a second.  And then the surface is smooth and free from dirt. So, you might not notice these in the same order. So, I like to scan these and then just kind of start. 
 
So, let's make sure that it's free of obstacles. I don't see anything big or protruding. So, it looks like that from the parking spaces. You could pretty easily get up to this park. 
 
Next, we're going to look at the cross slope. So, the cross slope is making sure that the slope of the surface is level because... and at this case, it's perfectly level. It is not more than 2%, but if it was leaning in one way or another... so, if it was leaning this way, it would be very hard to keep your balance if you're using a mobility device, a wheelchair, or even just in general. 
 
The next thing I want to make sure is are the spaces wide enough that people could pass each other if they're using a mobility device? So, we're looking for something that's five feet wide, and we can see down here on our ruler and tape measure that it is at least five feet wide. That is ample room for people to pass each other.
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Force Gauge


 


David Ellsworth: 


The other sort of specialized tool that you're going to need is called a force gauge


.


 


A


nd it 


looks like this pen, but it tells you when you press on something how heavy or how much force you need to use 


in order to do that. 


 


 


So, you'll see this little rubber ring, you make sure it's at the very end. And then you're going to walk to the door 


that you want to open, go ahead and turn the latch and then begin pushing from here. And you'll see that on 


the other side, 


once you do that, it'll tell you how many pounds it takes to open that door. 


So around 10 pounds 


for that.
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