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CHII: Tips Before Starting
David Ellsworth: So, before we begin assessing the spaces that we're interested in, here are some tips that I've picked up when using this tool. First of all, it is really, really helpful if you do this in a group. And if you can include people with disabilities in this process, all the better. If you can include people with sensory disabilities who might be blind or deaf, people who might use a wheelchair or another mobility device, it just gives you that much more feedback. So, the more people you can include, the more diverse experiences you can include, the better. If nothing else, it will give you just more measurements. It'll be easy to kind of like talk to each other and determine, you know, is this accessibility feature present or not? So, I would highly encourage you to use this as a group and... and kind of make a little day of it. It's not particularly long, but it is fun to get outside to kind of walk around and look at the environments that we interact with, kind of from a new perspective. So, I really like the application of this tool. 
Second, you might get some looks when you're doing this. When you're going outside, going around taking various measurements, you might get people questioning you, you know, "what are you doing?" That's where the tool belt comes in really handy. People...[laughter]...no one questions a tool belt. You feel very official. You look very official. If you're not a part of your facilities crew that's doing this assessment, a tool belt might help you. But I always tell people when they ask, you know, I'm going around, I'm looking at the accessibility of different environments, of different spaces. It's really important that everyone can interact with the spaces that we want to get around, live in, play in, etcetera. 
So, I would highly encourage you to one, do this as a group. Two: utilize a tool belt, but just own the process. It's a lot of fun, and it gives you a lot of really good, useful information about the spaces that we interact with.
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David Ellsworth: 


The other sort of specialized tool that you're going to need is called a force gauge


.


 


A


nd it 


looks like this pen, but it tells you when you press on something how heavy or how much force you need to use 


in order to do that. 


 


 


So, you'll see this little rubber ring, you make sure it's at the very end. And then you're going to walk to the door 


that you want to open, go ahead and turn the latch and then begin pushing from here. And you'll see that on 


the other side, 


once you do that, it'll tell you how many pounds it takes to open that door. 


So around 10 pounds 


for that.
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